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Soledad by Angie Cruz 
 
Discussion Points  
 
1. What reasons does Soledad give for wanting to be far away from her family? Do you think 
there are other reasons that she's not fully aware of? How legitimate are these reasons, and do 
you think her feelings about them change over the course of the book?  

 
2. Flaca and Soledad seem to have switched mothers in certain essential ways. At what point in 
their childhood did this happen? What event or series of events triggered it? Why would each of 
them find it easier to be close to their aunt than to their mother? Have you ever been particularly 
close to a member of your extended family? What was uniquely beneficial about the 
relationship?  

 
3. What role does the supernatural play in the book? Which characters see things that may or 
may not really exist, and why do you think they see these things? Which characters believe 
most strongly in the spirit world? When the men from Olivia's past appear in the room, what 
allows Soledad to see them? What does she learn from their presence?  

 
4. The chronology of the book often skips from the present day to an incident from the distant 
past. How does this back-and-forth technique help you to see the characters develop? How 
does it affect the way you view the different generations of the family? Does it help you better 
understand the similarities and differences between the generations? If so, how?  

 
5. What type of information do characters divulge to Olivia that they might not divulge if they 
thought that she was fully conscious? What kind of behaviors do they exhibit? How do their 
conversations with, and actions around, Olivia move the story along?  

 
6. Were you surprised by the revelation about Manolo's death? Do you think that Soledad 
remembered this incident all along, or was her memory jogged by something that happened in 
the present day? What led Olivia to act the way she did in that fateful moment, and was she at 
all justified in her action?  

 
7. How does Olivia's memory of her relationship with Manolo influence the way she advises 
Soledad and Flaca to deal with men? What role do you think Manolo played in the affliction that 
plagues Olivia throughout the book?  

 
8. Why does Soledad fall for Richie? Is it a slow process, or does one particular moment alter 
her feelings for good? In what ways is Richie different from the other men in Soledad's life, and 
how is he similar?  
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9. How do the male characters in the book deal with the influence of their ancestors' behavior? 
How is it different from the way the females cope with theirs?  

 
10. In what ways is Flaca old beyond her years, and in what ways is she naive? How are other 
characters defined by their relationship to her? Did you ever find yourself taking Flaca's side in 
her frequent disputes with Soledad? If so, why?  

 
11. Discuss how the supporting characters enrich the story: What do you learn from the 
presence of Soledad's grandparents? What does Ciego's blindness represent to you? When 
Toe-knee is arrested and Flaca must briefly take care of Iluminada, what does the incident tell 
you about the characters involved, and the world in which they live?  

 
12. Near the end of the book, Soledad observes that her family thinks of Washington Heights as 
a temporary home, until the time comes when they can return to the Dominican Republic. Do 
you think this is true of everyone in the family? Who might not feel this way, and why?  

 
13. Now that Olivia has started speaking again, how do you think the lives of the characters will 
change in the future? Will they return to New York? Will Soledad stay home or go back to the 
East Village? Will she be interested in maintaining her romantic relationship with Richie? Taking 
up where the book leaves off, discuss why the characters may or may not embrace drastic 
change in the next chapter of their lives. 


